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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because claims 15-17 are 
directed to a recording medium readable by a computer, a computer data signal, and a 
program product. 

Data structures not claimed as embodied in computer-readable media are 
descriptive material per se and are not statutory because they are neither physical 
"things" nor statutory process. See, e.g., Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 USPQ2d at 
1760 (claim to a data structure per se held nonstatutory) and merely claiming 
nonfunctional descriptive material stored in a computer-readable medium does not 
make it statutory. See MPEP 2106.IV.B.1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
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351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ando et 
a! (US 6,901,208 B2). 

Regarding claim 9, Ando et al discloses a recording/reproducing device (Fig. 19) 
of broadcasting signals comprising: 

a receive unit (TV tuner 1544 of Fig. 19, col. 23, lines 42-49) which receives 
broadcasting signals of a program on a channel; 

a manage unit (TV tuner 1544, video encoder 1553, audio encoder 1554, and 
sub-picture encoder 1555 of Fig. 19, col. 23, lines 28-48) which picks up program 
information form the received signals of program and analyses the program information; 

a storage device (disc changer 1500 of Fig. 19, col. 23, lines 27-37) which stores 
recording files (the recording files is anticipated by the 2048 bytes packs disclosed in 
col. 25, lines 12-21); 

a decoder unit (decoder unit 1560 disclosed in col. 26, lines 41-61) which 
decodes the received signals of program to obtain image data and sound data; and 

a data control unit (and system controller 1530 of Fig. 19, col. 23, lines 27-37, 
col. 26, lines 10-40, and col. 27, lines 25-44) which supplies the received signals of 
program to the decoder unit under control of the manage unit, and supplies the received 
signal of program to the recording/reproducing nnanage unit to record the signals into 
the recording files each of which has a predetermined size in order until a recording 
stop instruction is received or broadcasting of the program is ended, and reproduces 
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and supplies the recording files thus produced in the recording/reproducing manage unit 
to the decoder unit in response to a reproduction instruction. 

Regarding claim 10, Ando et al discloses the claimed wherein the reproduction 
instruction is issued after at least one recording file is filled with a part of the signals 
(col. 27, lines 56-65), 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Ando et al discloses the claimed wherein the data control 
unit controls to delete a recording file which has reproduced (erasing capability 
disclosed in col. 15, lines 61-67). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-8, 12-14, and 18-19 are allowed. 

Claims 1-8, 12-14, and 18-19 are directed to method/apparatus for 
recording/reproducing broadcasting signals. Each independent claim identifies the 
uniquely distinct feature " establishing/establishes a size of recording files based on a 
broadcasting time of a program to be recorded and capacity of a storage device ". The 
closest prior art. Ando et al (US 6,901,208 B2) and Bruls (US 2002/0012530 Al) 
disclose conventional video disc recorder, either singularly or in combination, fail to 
anticipate or render the above underlined limitation obvious. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The cited references relate to video recorder. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7382. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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